CHAP. IV.           DIVORCE OF KING LOTEAtS.                    177

The matrimonial cause, however, which for many
years distracted part of Prance, on which council after
Council met, and on which the great prelates of Lor-
raine came into direct collision with the Pope, and
were reduced to complete and unpitied humiliation
under his authority, was that of King Lothair and his
Queen Theutberga.

This nobility, at once of race and order, which, was
the strength of the Carlovingian hierarchy, King Lothair
of nobility by birth, and of power by eccle- berga.
siastical dignity, was that which was most likely to
^row up into natural independence, to resist all foreign
supremacy, and, unless met with an intrepid and firm
assertion of delegated divine authority, to shake off all
subordination. In the struggle with Pope Nicolas the
Frank clergy espoused a bad cause, one in which
the moral, as well as religious sympathies of mankind
were against them. When, in the character of guar-
dians of public and private virtue, they countenanced
gross immorality, the abrogation of their unjust decrees
by the Pope carried with it the general sentiment.
The whole affair is a monstrous tissue of indecency,
cruelty, and injustice. To know the times must be
known this trial, which so long occupied the clergy of
the West.

Lothair II., King of Lorraine, the second son of the
Emperor Lothair, had married Theutberga, the daughter
of Boso, the powerful Count of Burgundy. Soon after
his marriage he had dismissed her, from disinclination
or a former attachment, from his court. The popular
feeling had compelled him to restore her to
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her conjugal honours ; but he would not bear

the yoke.   Publicly before the officers and great vassals

of his court, he accused her of incest with her brother,
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